LEGENDS

As Mr. Tagore tacitly acknowledges he had not read
the book that he attacks, it is hardly necessary to give
further notice to this communication.

His second letter, addressed to the New York
Nation, opens with a lengthy paragraph which makes
general war upon both British and American authors :

I came to know from the advertising columns of
your paper that Miss Katherine Mayo's Mother
India has been lauded by Arnold Bennett as *a
shocking book, in the honourable sense.' Un-
fortunately, for obvious reasons, there is a widely
prevalent wish among the race that rules India to
believe any detraction that may bring discredit
upon India, and consequently the kind of shocks
that Miss Mayo has manufactured offers them a
- ^delicious luxury of indignation. The numerous
lies mixed with facts that have been dexterously
manipulated by her for the production of these
shocks are daily being exposed in our journals ;
but these will never reach the circle of readers
which it is easy for Miss Mayo to delude. Along
with other Eastern victims of lying propaganda
we? in India also must defencelessly suffer mud-
besmearing from unscrupulous literature; for
your writers have their machinery of publicity
which is cruelly efficient for raining slanders from
a region usually unapproachable by us, shattering
our fair name in an appallingly wholesale manner,1

In fairness to Mr. Tagore it should be added that he
inscribed these lines before the publication of eight of

1 Nation, New York, January 4th, 1928.